October 2016

It's not where you go, but who you go with!

Tom Roubal, Editor

CARING AND SHARING
On August 18th, David
Powell passed away after a
2 year illness. David and
his wife, JoAnn, were both
very active in Drifters
activities.
Many will
remember David as Santa
Clause at our Christmas
dinners and rallies and will
be fondly missed.
The summer also brought difficult times to Georgia and Jim
Hinshaw, who had to cancel their attendance at the
Tennessee rally because Georgia contracted a serious
infection. Jim later had hip surgery. Both are on the mend
and we hope to see them soon!
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We also send our prayers to Lori and Steve Miller for their
granddaughter, who is facing life-changing medical
conditions.
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And congratulations to our summer wedding couples.
Many of you know Tom and Ruth Roubal’s son, Bobby, his wife
Deena, and their son Dylan and daughter Katie from the barb-que they hosted during the presidential trip Rally in Dallas
at their home. Those of you that attended the Magic Castle
in California also know that our ability to visit the Castle was
due to Bobby's membership.
Bobby is currently battling cancer at this time and needs all
of your prayers. Due to this, Tom and Ruth will not be at the
October Dinner Meeting nor the 1st rally of the season. We
will be in Dallas to help our son and his family out during this
horrible time in their lives.
On a much happier note, Birthday Wishes to all those who
celebrated their special day during our summer break
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As we head into our fall season, we also recognize our

October Birthdays and Anniversaries
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Please remember that if you make a reservation and do not
attend the meeting or phone in your cancellation to 520-8913203 by the Sunday preceding the meeting, you will still be
responsible for reimbursing the Tucson Drifters for the
cost of the meal.
Location: Shrine Center of Tucson
450 S. Tucson Blvd.
Tucson, AZ
(South of Broadway)
We look forward to seeing you there. . . .

WALTZING THRU TENNESSEE
WITH A TWO-STEP TO ATLANTA
TOUR – Tucson Drifter Style
MEMPHIS
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OCTOBER DINNER MEETING
Tuesday, Oct 4, 2016
Reservations must be made no later than noon, 29
September. Cancellations must be made by Sunday 2
October, phone call only 520-891-3203.

NASHVILLE

Meeting: Tuesday, October 4, 2016; 5:30 Social Hour; 6:15
Dinner

Pick One:

Chicken Marsala, Sautéed Veggies, Baked
Potato, Tossed Salad, Roll/Butter,
Dessert
OR
Oriental Salad w/Grilled Chicken,
Seseame Dressing, Fresh Fruit Cup,
Dessert

Cost: $17.00 (inclusive) each. Checks please. It is difficult
to make change for this uneven amount!!!
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CHATTANOOGA

FMCA DUES INCREASE
Effective October 1, 2016.
During the August convention in West Springfield,
Massachusetts, FMCA’s Governing Board passed a fiscalyear 2017 budget that includes a $10 dues increase for
FMCA family members effective October 1, 2016. As of that
date, first-year membership dues will be $60, and renewal
dues will be $50 per year. Multiyear discounts will continue
to be offered. Commercial member dues will increase by a
proportionate amount on that date, which coincides with the
start of the new fiscal year.
When was the last dues increase? FMCA’s last dues
increase, which raised dues from $35 to $40 per year, took
effect in April 2010. Prior to that, a dues increase of $10
per year took effect in January 2004. Before that 2004
increase, dues had remained at $25 for 23 years.

ATLANTA

Why a dues increase? Why not just cut expenses? As you
know from running your own households or businesses, prices
keep going up. FMCA leaders have worked diligently during
the past decade, which has involved some trying economic
times, to make serious cuts to expenses. We reached the
point where further cuts would be detrimental to the mission
of FMCA.
This dues increase was necessary to allow FMCA to continue
to serve its members and to remain financially strong into
the future.

NOTICE:

FMCA has been fortunate to have investments to fund the
FMCA Assist Medical Emergency and Travel Assistance
Program, as well as the membership marketing initiatives we
have engaged in during the past few years. The recent dues
increase will allow FMCA to move some of the expenses of
the marketing initiatives into the overall operating budget.
Of course, with members on multiyear dues renewal
schedules, the $10 increase that takes effect October 1,
2016, will be realized over time and not within the course of
a year.

Jeff Salfen is replacing his King Sleep Number mattress in
his RV. He is changing to a queen. If anyone is interested
this mattress, contact Jeff or Fred Brooks, who is making
the change for him. They can also contact hi

Can I still renew up at the old rate? Yes. The change will
not take effect until October 1, 2016, so the current dues
renewal rates will be honored until then. Members may sign
up for one or more years at the current rate.
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President’s Corner:
I hope all of you enjoyed your RV travels this summer. Judy and I sure did. We RVed to San Diego and
Los Gatos to visit family, spent a week in cool Show Low and 5 days in the sun in Rocky Point Mexico. I
guess I will now have to wash and wax the rig to get it ready for the first Drifters rally at Catalina State
Park.
I have received a lot of positive feedback on the final rally before the summer break, WALTZING THRU
TENNESSEE WITH A TWO-STEP TO ATLANTA TOUR – Tucson Drifter Style May 26 - June 17, 2016. Eleven
coaches signed up. The lucky Drifters enjoyed the glamour and glitz of 5 major stops on the tour of
Tennessee and Atlanta and the beautiful landscapes and all the excitement of Tennessee's colorful
history as one of America's early Frontiers. Rally Hosts: Roubal/Miller/Coplin
Don’t forget to sign-up for the Catalina State Park rally Oct. 20-23. We already have 14 rigs signed up and there may be room for more.
The nominating committee has put together an officer and director list to take effect in January, but we still need a Vice President.
Who out there will accept the challenge? Participation is encouraged to support an active club. Please don’t let me down.
Join the Activities Committee before the Dinner Meeting to help complete the agenda for the upcoming RV season.
The cost for our dinner meeting meals has increased from $16.50 to $17/person. A small increase to ensure continued tasty meals.
We have new members that signed up since April or over the summer; John Ljepava & Margarita Zuniga-Ljepava, Gary & Lee Wood,
Bill & Betsy Hansen, and Ted & Diana Schaefer. Let’s make them feel welcome.
I encourage all of you to also be on the lookout for additional new potential members. Give them one of the new brochures and refer
them to the Drifters website. It has lots of information about the club and access to the newsletters. www.tucsondrifters.org
Effective October 1, 2016 first-year FMCA membership dues will be $60, and renewal dues will be $50 per year. The change will not
take effect until October 1, 2016, so the current dues renewal rates will be honored until then. Members may sign up for one or more
years at the current rate.
Check out the website for the latest rally pictures and updated brochure as well as helpful links to other RV related websites.
Check the website to make sure we have the correct coach info listed for you. If not, send an e-mail to our treasurer so we can update
the membership listing.
I encourage all of you to consider purchasing a logo’ed Tucson Drifters shirt to wear at Drifters events. We now have an arrangement
with Aztec Embroidery and Screen-printing here in Tucson that allows you to order a shirt in men's and women's sizes and styles directly
from the vendor. See the newsletter or website for more details.
I always welcome your comments and suggestions.
Don’t let that rig stay in the driveway...Let’s go places!

Rick
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TUCSON DRIFTERS ORO VALLEY
RALLY
October 20-23, 2016
Welcome to the silence of Catalina State Park, 11570 N.
Oracle Rd., Tucson, AZ 85737. –no trains, no heavy traffic,
and no airports. Located at the base of the majestic Santa
Catalina Mountains, the park is a haven for desert plants and
wildlife and nearly 5,000 saguaros. Arrive Thurs. Oct. 20 at
your convenience, any time after 2pm.

Day 1 –Happy Hour at 5pm,
6:00 pm: Pot luck dinner with chicken provided. Bring your
place settings and drinks.
Best campfire story contest will follow. We may be visited
by an authority on the Native Americans in the area.
Day 2 – 8:30 am coffee and muffins. Bring your own chair

serve as a center for research, outreach, teaching and lifelong learning about Earth, its living systems, and its place in
the universe; to catalyze interdisciplinary thinking and
understanding about Earth and its future. There will be a
private tour guide especially for us who will take us on a
guided walking tour lasting roughly 1.5-2 hours. The tour is a
little under a mile of walking with over 150+ stairs
throughout the structure. You will go inside the structure
known as Biosphere 2 which has a rainforest, ocean, Mojave
Desert, marsh and savannah areas.

For all hikes and walks, please bring an adequate water
supply, a snack, sunscreen, and wear appropriate clothing,
shoes, and hat for the weather conditions.
Happy Hour at 5pm
Dinner – will be catered. Bring your own plates and drinks.
Day 3 – Breakfast in the Ramada at 8:30am. Across Oracle
Road there is a Farmers Market every Saturday morning
which you may wish to check out yourselves.
10am - there will be a tour to the Romero Ruins Interpretive
Trail, a 0.75 mile loop, The trail crosses a seasonal wash
(feet may get wet) before climbing about 80 steps to the
hilltop. The Romero Ruins archaeological site includes the
surface features of the remains from a Hohokam village
dating back to about 500 A.D. Trailside signs address the
archaeology of the site, the Hohokam culture, and the
Romero homestead. Plan on 30 minutes of walking time. For
the protection of cultural resources no collecting is allowed.

and coffee.
9:30 am: Leave for Biosphere 2 - one of the world's most
unique facilities dedicated to the research and
understanding of global scientific issues. The Biosphere 2
facility serves as a laboratory for controlled scientific
studies, an arena for scientific discovery and discussion, and
a far-reaching provider of public education. Its mission is to

One the way back there is a Nature Exhibit from 10am till
1pm displaying animals from the desert around us.
11:00 am – you have 3 choices.
1) Tohono Chul “Desert Corner” in Hohokam. The mission of
Tohono Chul Park is to enrich people's lives by connecting
them with the wonders of nature, art and culture in the
Sonoran Desert region and inspiring wise stewardship of the
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natural world. From the Hummingbird garden to the
Geological wall they have something for everyone.

Day 4 – breakfast with McDonalds’ egg McMuffins at
8:30am.
Leave for home before 12 noon. Bring your
own coffee and chair.

HOLLY JOLLY CHRISTMAS
PRESCOTT RALLY
December 1-4, 2016

Some may want to stay and enjoy the Garden Bistro at
Tohono Chul for lunch but the park closes at 5pm.
2) Jeep Ride into the National Park surrounding Catalina
State park. This is limited. Let us know if you are bringing
your jeep or any 4 wheel drive vehicle. The photo below was
taken in Tucson Wash, a backroad between Oracle and
Mammouth. The trail is suitable for any 4x4 SUV or pickup
truck. The off pavement trail is 13 miles. Total trip from
Catalina State Park and return is about 70 miles and 3+
hours.

Come join us, the Miller’s, Salfen’s and the Roubals for the
Christmas Rally in Prescott, Az. Dec. 1-4th. These will be
some of the activities: driving through the Christmas Light
Show in Fain Park, Prescott Valley; visiting the Sharlot Hall
Museum; tour the Elk Theatre prior to seeing The Christmas
Mood (musical); visit the Fort Whipple VA Hospital &
Museum; the Gingerbread House display at the Casino and
last but not least watch the Christmas tree lighting in the
Court House Square of Prescott.
Breakfast and lunch will be on your own. Dinner meals will be
eaten out because we will not have a meeting room to gather
in. These will be included in the registration for the rally.
Reservation at the Orchard RV Resort will have to be made
on your own and is NOT included in your rally fees.

SAN DIEGO BY-THE-SEA
February 13 - 17, 2017
Chula Vista RV Resort, 460 Sandpiper Way,
Chula Vista, California
Interested in spending a week in February in San Diego,
beside the ocean and next to your Valentine?
It’s time to register for the February rally!

3) A hike in Catalina State park. Either the Canyon Loop Trail
– 2.3 mile loop or the Sutherland Trail 9.1 miles, one-way —
no dogs in Desert.
Rest of the day is free until…
4:45 pm Bubb’s Grub. Dutch treat – you pay for yourselves.

We will be staying at the Chula Vista RV Resort which is
located right at the water’s edge. There are restaurants,
parks and a marina adjoining the resort.
We will gather for a Welcome Party at 5:00 p.m. on the day
of your arrival. The next morning we will tour the San Diego
area aboard our own trolley. We have planned a Seaside
Scavenger Hunt and an al-la-carte dinner at the marina
restaurant to celebrate Valentine’s Day.
Wednesday has some free-time in the morning but in the
afternoon we will gather at the Maritime Museum for a
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docent lead tour of ships including Star of India, HMS
Surprise, B-39 Russian ‘Foxtrot’ Submarine, the 1898
Ferryboat Berkeley, the USS Dolphin Submarine and the
1904 Steam Yacht Medea. The galleries and exhibits display
a wide variety of maritime topics and stories.

ZIG AND A LITTLE ZAG THRU
NEW MEXICO

We then drive to the Cabrillo National Monument on the
Point Loma Peninsula. We will meet at the visitor center
before exploring the Old Point Loma Lighthouse, visit the
tidal pools, and see if we can spot the migrating Pacific Gray
Whales as we watch the sunset over the Pacific. (Be sure to
bring your Golden Age/Senior National Park Pass.)

Mark your calendar - - Save the dates!

Thursday daytime has been left open for you to explore,
shop, swim, bike, walk or just people-watch in the park. That
evening we will sip champagne and enjoy dinner and a 3-hour
Flagship Cruise around the San Diego harbor.
Friday we have scheduled - Donuts & Drive at 8:00 a.m.
Departure day.
Please note: Chula Vista has a “Pet Fee” for all animals
brought into the resort. There is a $3 per day fee for each
pet. For our 4-day rally, that equates to an additional fee of
$12 for each pet.
Rally Registration Form included in newsletter.
Please select meal choices for each of you on the dinner
cruise. Also, complete the Pet Fee line, if applicable.
Chula Vista RV Resort will honor the rally rate of $53.60
($46 plus tax and electric fees) for those that wish to arrive
one day early (Sunday, 2/12/17 or stay over one night Friday 2/17/17.) This is about 1/2 the normal price for this
time of year. Call the resort at 800-770-2878 if you wish
to take advantage of these discounted rates. You must
mention you are there with the Tucson Drifters rally.

May 14 - 26, 2017

In May we have planned a rally that zig-zags through New
Mexico. The rally begins in Las Cruces then moves to
Elephant Butte and Albuquerque before spending our final
days in Santa Fe.
We have a diverse itinerary planned; of course it includes
visits to White Sands National Monument, Spaceport
America and Los Alamos. There will be city tours, museums,
cathedrals, a magic theatre and a tour of the Capitol. We
will learn and view the process of changing a stone from a
Turquoise mine into designer jewelry.
Registration Form and additional information will be
published in next month’s (November) newsletter. So watch
your inbox and register early as this rally is limited to 15
coaches.
Hosts:

Lori and Steve Miller, 520-401-6003
Laraine and Larry Coplin
Linda and Jeff Salfen

Don’t forget to bring your lawn chair, National Park Golden
Age/ Senior Passport…and maybe your bike….There are miles
and miles of paths to walk or cycle. Suggestion: Wear tennis
shoes if you plan on walking down to the tidal pools at Cabrillo
N.M.
Rally is limited to the first 15 coaches that register.
Additional registrations can be held and put on stand-by (in
case of cancellations).
Don’t miss out…Register now!
Hosts:

Laraine & Larry Coplin 480-772-3974
Larry & Susan White
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Tucson Drifters Events Calendar
2015-2016 – A Work in Progress
It’s not where you go, but who you go with!

October 2016

November 2016

Title:

Oro Valley Rally

Title:

Date:

Oct 20-23

Place:

Host:

Title:

January 2017

Title:

Holly Jolly Celebration

Title:

Date:

Date:

Dec 1-4

Date:

Catalina State Park

Place:

Place:

Prescott

Place:

Dernison & Fearnow

Host:

Host:

Miller, Salfen, & Roubal

Host:

February 2017
San Diego By the Sea

NO RALLY

December 2015

March 2017

April 2017

NO RALLY

May 2017

Title:

FMCA National Rally

Title:

Rocky Point Rendezvous

Title:

Zig and a Little Zag Thru
New Mexico

TBD

Date:

May 14-26

Place:

New Mexico

Host:

Miller/Coplin/Salfen

Date:

Feb 13-17

Date:

Mar 31 – Apr 3

Date:

Place:

San Diego, CA

Place:

Wild Horse Pass, Phoenix
(100 miles)

Place:

Host:

Coplin/White

Host:

Nester, & Newton

Host:

Castriotta/Rolland

Visit our website with our own club name as the URL: www.TucsonDrifters.org
TUCSON DRIFTERS RALLY DEPOSITS AND CANCELLATION POLICY
A nonrefundable Rally Deposit must accompany rally registration. Once the Balance Due Date is passed and Total Payment made, no refunds of these monies will be made until
the rally has been completed and records have been reconciled. Any refunds are exclusive of rally deposits.

Oro Valley Rally
Oct. 20-23, 2016
Catalina State Park, 11570 N. Oracle Rd., Tucson, AZ 85737
REGISTRATION FORM
This weekend has a tour of Biosphere II, a tour of Tohono Chul, and a variety of other exciting
events.
Names__________________________________________________________________
Coach Length _________________ Home phone________________________________
Cell phones ______________________________________________________________
Email___________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact: _______________________________
Name

_
Phone

Rally fee
( ) 1 person, $150
( ) 2 persons, $185
Total Fee Due

$_________

Deposit $

75

(Due with Registration by June 30, 2016).

Balance Due $_________ (Due September 15, 2016)
Choose one -- Want to do Tohono Chul
Want to do Jeep Ride

( )
( )

Want to do additional hike ( )
Make check payable to: Tucson Drifters
Mail to: Steve Miller, 9871 E Kleindale Rd. Tucson, AZ 85749

TUCSON DRIFTERS RALLY DEPOSITS AND CANCELLATION POLICY
A non-refundable Rally Deposit must accompany rally registration. Once the Balance Due Date is passed
and Total Payment made, no refunds of these monies will be made until the rally has been completed and
records have been reconciled. Any refunds are exclusive of rally deposits.

PRESCOTT RALLY
December 1 – 4, 2016
REGISTRATION FORM
Planned activities include: Driving through the Christmas Light Show in Fain Park, Sharlot Hall
Museum, Elk Theatre Tour, The Christmas Mood (musical), Gingerbread House display at the
Casino and last but not least watch the Christmas tree lighting in the Court House Square of
Prescott. Evening Dinners are included in the Rally cost.
Name(s) __________________________________________Coach Length_________
Cell Phone(s) __________________________, _______________________________
Email (s) ______________________________ _______________________________
Emergency Contact ____________________________Phone____________________
DUE TO RV RESORTS NOT SUPPORTING RALLIES, EACH PARTICIPANT WILL HAVE
TO MAKE THEIR OWN RESERVATIONS. THE FOLLOWING IS THE CONTACT
INFORMATION. ($31.50/NIGHT WITH GOOD SAM DISCOUNT).
ORCHARD RANCH RESORT
11250 E. State Route 69 Dewey Az. 86327 (800) 352-6305 or (928) 772-8266

THE RESORT COST IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE RALLY FEES.
Please Make your Reservations by November 1 2016.
Rally Fee: (2-Persons)

$ 256

DEPOSIT (non-refundable) to be paid by 10/15/16

$ -50

BALANCE DUE - 11/10/16

$ 206

Rally limited to the first 15 registrations. Additional registrations will be placed
on stand-by. If you have physical / accessibility issues, contact the rally host.
Make checks payable to Tucson Drifters.
Mail to: Steve Miller, 9871 E Kleindale Rd, Tucson, AZ 85749
Hosts:

Lori & Steve Miller 520-749-6092 Linda & Jeff Salfen, Ruth & Tom Roubal
TUCSON DRIFTERS RALLY DEPOSITS AND CANCELLATION POLICY

A non-refundable Rally Deposit must accompany rally registration. Once the Balance Due Date is passed
and Total Payment made, no refunds of these monies will be made until the rally has been completed and
records have been reconciled. Any refunds are exclusive of rally deposits.

SAN DIEGO BY-THE-SEA
FEBRUARY 13 - 17, 2017
REGISTRATION FORM
CHULA VISTA RV RESORT

460 Sandpiper Way, Chula Vista, CA 91910
The resort is located next to the bay and marina. Planned activities include:
Trolley City Tour, Scavenger Hunt, Maritime Museum, Cabrillo National Monument, Beaches,
Lighthouses, Tide pools, Harbor Dinner Cruise, and a Valentines Celebration.
Name(s) __________________________________________Coach Length_________
Cell Phone(s) __________________________, _______________________________
Email (s) ______________________________ _______________________________
Emergency Contact ____________________________Phone____________________
Rally Fee: (2-Persons & 1-Recreational vehicle)

$

510

4-Day Pet Fee: ____ pets @ $12 each ($3 per day) +$_______
$110 DEPOSIT (non-refundable) to be paid by 10/31/16
BALANCE DUE - 12/06/16

-$

110

$_______

Harbor Dinner Cruise meal choices: Please indicate desired entree for each person.
_______Beef Rib & Chicken Breast

or

______Veg. Manicotti Pasta

Rally limited to the first 15 registrations. Additional registrations will be placed
on stand-by. If you have physical / accessibility issues, contact the rally host.
Make checks payable to Tucson Drifters.
Mail to: Steve Miller, 9871 E Kleindale Rd, Tucson, AZ 85749
Hosts: Larry & Laraine Coplin 480-772-3974
Larry & Susan White
TUCSON DRIFTERS RALLY DEPOSITS AND CANCELLATION POLICY
A non-refundable Rally Deposit must accompany rally registration. Once the Balance Due Date is passed
and Total Payment made, no refunds of these monies will be made until the rally has been completed and
records have been reconciled. Any refunds are exclusive of rally deposits.

